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Dear Friend of La Veta Trails,
In 2020, La Veta Trails celebrated our 5th year as a nonprofit 
organization. We began with a handful of eager volunteers and a 
wild idea that we could build a community trail system for people 
of all ages and abilities. We have formed so many meaningful 
relationships through hard work and commitment to this crazy 
idea. Today, our vision of a system of parks, open spaces and trails 
is becoming a reality with the help of our donors, volunteers, 
business partners, and land management agency staffs. We could 
not do what we do without you. Please celebrate our collective 
accomplishments and help us make the next five years even 
bigger.
Sincerely,
La Veta Trails Board of Directors

Marilyn Russell, President
Stirling Lathrop, Vice President
Jamie Dutton, Communications
Cindy Campbell, Treasurer
Gary Weston
Mark White
Kandy Wiseman

Past Board Members Who Shared the Journey
Lonnie Brown
John Costea
Sandy Helwig
Deb Nott

OUR MISSION

PROVIDE the volunteer 
stewardship for the 
construction and 

maintenance of trails. 

GOALS
DEVELOP, MAINTAIN, 

 PRESERVE AND PROMOTE  
a network of multi-use 

trails for the purposes of 
recreation, conservation, 
education and inspiration.

ENGAGE partners, 
neighbors, youth, and 

businesses in trail 
building initiatives. 

CONNECT trail users 
and supporters to the 
beauty, character and 
history of the area.

Transform La Veta into a healthier community 
through trails, active transportation, 
conservation, and organized outdoor 
experiences for people of all ages and abilities.
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TRAIL MILES
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6084
VOLUNTEER HOURS

$151,367
VALUE OF VOLUNTEER IN-KIND

2015
WAHATOYA STATE WILDLIFE AREA is a 200-acre open space with two 
lakes each with a 1-mile trail. Working in partnership with Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife since 2015, Volunteer Stewards have worked 582 
hours on maintaining and grooming the trails and constructing steps 
at an in-kind value of $14,080.

2016
SCHOOL NATURE TRAIL is a restored .25-mile interpretative trail on 
3-acres with information kiosks, plant identification signs, footbridges 
and benches that provides an outdoor space to learn about the natural 
environment. Volunteer Stewards have worked 942 hours on restoring 
and maintaining the trails at an in-kind value of $22,122.

2018
THE SPANISH PEAKS WILDERNESS AREA, consisting of 19,226 acres and 
33 miles of trails, is managed by the U.S. Forest Service/San Carlos 
Ranger District through its field office in La Veta. The U.S. Forest 
Service and La Veta Trails formed the Spanish Peaks Wilderness 
Stewards to maintain the Wilderness trails. Since 2018, 26 Spanish 
Peaks Wilderness Stewards have worked 274 hours on maintenance 
and logging out fallen trees at an in-kind value of $6,955.

MILESTONES
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FLOOD MITIGATION PROJECT – A COMMUNITY EFFORT
The Town of La Veta asked La Veta Trails to lead a volunteer effort to restore the Cucharas River channel following 
the Spring 2018 Fire, which burned 100,000+ acres leaving a huge scar that raised the prospect of significant 
flooding. It took 186 volunteers working 3,318 hours over 40 days to clear vegetation along 4,800 linear feet of 
the river, covering 8.7 acres of land area. An extraordinary effort on the part of people from La Veta, Cuchara, 
Walsenburg, Gardner and places in between.

3,318
HOURS

186
VOLUNTEERS

4,800
LINEAR FEET

40
DAYS

8.7
ACRES OF LAND AREA
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CONNECTING WITH YOUTH STEWARDS

YOUTH CREW LEADER CLASS WITH MARK WHITE STUDENT LED CLEAN-UP OF THE SCHOOL NATURE TRAIL

YOUTH CREW WORKING ON FLOOD MITIGATION

METHODIST YOUTH GROUP WORKING ON FLOOD MITIGATION

YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL CAMP

53

401

$10,204

YOUTH STEWARDS

HOURS

IN-KIND VALUE
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GUIDED ART WALK ON THE TOWN CENTER TRAIL PRESCHOOL CLASS ON THE SCHOOL NATURE TRAIL

GUIDED HIKE ON THE WAHATOYA LAKE TRAIL

TOWN MARSHAL WILLBURN HELPING 2ND GRADER 
READ POETRY ON THE SCHOOL NATURE TRAIL

WALK OR WHEEL WEDNESDAY ON THE TOWN CENTER TRAIL

WHEN HISTORIAN NANCY CHRISTOFFERSON LEADS A WALK, 
EVERYONE LISTENS!

38
539 46

GUIDES HIKES/WALKS HOSTED
PEOPLE DOGS

CONNECTING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES TO TRAILS
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MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS 2015-2020
CO Parks and Wildlife  $38,000
CO Health Foundation $28,000
LiveWell Huerfano County $19,500
NextFifty Initiative $10,000
Tercio Ranch Foundation  $8,500
Huerfano Park and Recreation $8,424
San Isabel Electric Association $4,600
National Alliance of Wilderness Stewardship $4,584
Tri-state Generation and Transmission  $3,350
So. Co. Community Foundation  $3,100
El Pomar Foundation $2,500
Basin Electric Power Cooperative  $2,500
Town of La Veta  $1,000
Cuchara Hermosa $1,000
First National Bank $1,000

TOTAL $136,058

DONATIONS EVENTS
SALES GRANTS

22%

10%

2%

66%

INCOME

ADMINISTRATION & GENERAL OPERATING
VOLUNTEER STEWARDS EVENTS & FUNDRAISING

TRAILS CONSULTING CONTRACTS

21%

11%

4%

24%

40%

EXPENSES

OTHER $24,341

COLORADO $76,287LA VETA $54,062

16%

35%

49%

WHERE LVT  
SPENT IT’S MONEY

Alys’ Restaurant
Andrew C. Norris
Andron Investments
Angie and Tim Tady
Anita Thigpen
Ann Taylor
Annalee Hickey
Annalisa Sullivan
Arica Andreatta
Bachman and Associates
Barbara Baker
Barbara Thompson

Basin Electric  
 Power Cooperative
Becky and Blake Johnston
Big R, La Veta
Bob Kennemer
Brad Atchison
Brenda Olive
Brent and Babs Seawell
Bruce Johnson
Bruce Nelson
Candice Mulrain
Candy Jones

Carl Young
Carolyn Newman
Charlene Sloan
Charles Chauvin
Charlie and Sandy Hackbarth
Charlie’s Market
Charlotte Bailey
Cherie Lowenberg
Cheryl Conway
Cheryle Johnston
Circle the Wagons RV Park
Code of the West Real Estate
Colorado Health Foundation
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Community Banks  
 of Colorado
Coral Anderson
Cuchara Hermosa
Darcie Takeuchi
David Mandall
Deb Messier
Deb and Ed Donovan
Deb Nott
Debbie Channel
Deerprint Wine and Bistro
Derek Soloski
D’Esposito Marino
Dodgton Creek Inn
Edie Flanagin
Elanor Linke
Elisa and Robert Ingoldby
Emile Dubia
Ernest Shealy
El Pomar Foundation
First National  
 Bank of Trinidad
Francisco Fort Museum

Iconic Dental
Hannelore Nunn
Harlene Michaels
Heather Curtis Photography
Helen Pino
Heloise and Walter Lynn
Huerfano Parks  
 and Recreation District
Ginny Carlson
Greg Garrett
Gretchen and Brian Orr
Jamie and DJ Dutton
Janine Rose
Jay and Denny Patterson
Jay and  
 Gretchen Phia Gannett
Jeanne Schwarz
Jennifer Russell
John and April Buchschacher
John and Marilyn Lambie
John Costea 
John Galusha
Jonathan and Leisa Norris
Jonathan James
Judith Baker Montano 
Judy and Ray Fisher
Judy Sims-Barlow
Just J
Karan and Joe Callaway
Katharine Emsden
Katharine Emsden’s Children
Kathy Hill Studio
Keli Kringle
Ken Bacon
Kenneth Simons
Kent Hay
Kerrie Meyler

THANK YOU, BUSINESSES, DONORS,  
ORGANIZATIONS AND NONPROFITS!
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Kerstin Nemitz
Larry Hill
Lathrop State Park
Laura Bedford
La Veta/Cuchara  
 Chamber of Commerce
La Veta Fire  
 Protection District
La Veta Gallery  
 on Main St.
La Veta Inn
La Veta Mercantile
La Veta Public LIbrary
La Veta RE-2 School District
La Veta School for the Arts
La Veta Town  
 Marshal’s Office
La Veta United  
 Methodist Church
La Veta Village
La Veta Yoga Studio
Leslie Lord
Linda Mitchell
LiveWell Huerfano County
Liz and Jerry Henson
Lois Adams
Lowe’s

Lynda Grissom
Manuel Molles
Marilyn Hall
Marilyn Russell
Mark and Tanya White
Mary Ann Nelson
Mary Ashby
Mary Backiel
Matthew Heim
Michael Hoffman
Nancy J. Carroll
Nancy Thompson-Lloyd
Nathan and Catherine Lane
National Wilderness  
 Stewardship Alliance
NextFifty Initiative
Painted Horse Gallery
Paradise Coffee
Parkside Wood Gallery
Pat Campbell
Pat Campiglia
Patti Davis
Paul McConnellogue
Peter Bartos
Polly and Keith Moulton
Rae Drury
R.A.I. Enterprises

Ralph Jones
Regina Dawn Akers
Rena Kaplowitz
Ricki Smith
Rita Kasper
Robin Richards
Ruby Oberg
Russell and Karen Austin
Ryus Avenue Bakery
Sandy Borthick
Sandy Hoyman
San Isabel  
 Electric Association
Sandy and Mary White
Sandy Helwig
Sandy Magruder
Sarah A. Levy
Sarah and Alan Lamberg
Sarah Jardis
Scot Mangold
Serendipity Coffee
Shalawalla Gallery
Shauna Reynolds
Shawna Summers
Sherilyn Bakeman
Shii Koi Community Farms

Southern Colorado  
 Community Foundation
Spanish Peaks  
 Business Alliance
Spanish Peaks Cycling
St. Benedict’s  
 Episcopal Church
Steven Knuth
Steven Schwartz
Stirling Lathrop
Sulphur Springs Ranch
Susan Hanneman
Sylvia Vigil
Tercio Ranch Foundation
Tim Tady
Town of La Veta
Tracey McCormick
Trapper Collova
Trish Bailey
Tri-state Generation  
 and Transmission
Two Peaks Fitness
U.S. Forest Service/San  
 Carlos Ranger District
Volunteers for  
 Outdoor Colorado
World Journal Newspaper

WE WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
INDIVIDUALS WHOSE LEADERSHIP AND 
SUPPORT WERE INVALUABLE  
TO OUR SUCCESS:
• Mayor Douglas R. Brgoch and the Town Board of Trustees
• Superintendent Bree Jones and the RE-2 School Board
• Bill Velarde and Travis Sauder, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
• Jeffer Wingate, U.S. Forest Service/San Carlos Ranger District
• Sam Montalbano, Student Intern, Active Living Project and La Veta 

Parks, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan

Sam Montalbano (left) and Emily Masinton 
presenting the Rural Active Living Assessment 

Findings to the Community.
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Regina Dawn Akers
Jim and Sue Alt
Raidyn Ammons
Coral Anderson
Arica Andreatta
Kenny Arnold
Peggy Arnold-Hoobler
Brad Atchison
Mary Backiel
Ken Bacon
Judith Baker Montano
Will Barlow
Laura Bedford
John Benz
Jim Berg
Nancie Berry
Sharon Bohman
Adalyn Bouchard
Autumn Bouchard
Everly Bouchard
Kamron Bouchard
Ella Boyd
Athena Brady
Gabriel Brady
Lonnie Brown
April and John Buchschacher
Cara Campbell
Cindy Campbell
Ginny Carlson
Nancy Carroll
Azada Casper
Caitlin Castleton
Sunshine Caulfield
Dennis Ceremuga
Linda Chae
Steve Channel
Danette Chimenti
Antoinette Clemons
Stephanie Clemons
Cindy Click
Nicole Copel
Roque Corrall
John Costea
Shawn Cousins
Heather Curtis
John Davidson
Jay Davis
John and Patti Davis
Mallory DeHarte
Kelly Delia
Paula Diehl
Rae Drury
Emile Dubia

Jamie and DJ Dutton
Kim Eldredge
Christopher Emsden
Katharine Emsden
Edie Esther
Beth and Jonathan Evans
Lone Ewing
Tom Fauber
Bernie Fay
Hannah Flagg
Gary Flanders
Cathy and Roger Fowler
Antonio Francesco
Jay Gannett
Ian Gillespie
Julene Gliko
Roger Greene
Charlie and Sandy Hackbarth
Jyette Hale-Helps
Joan Hanley
Sarah Harding
Riessa Harris
Kent Hay
Sandy Helwig
Jerry and Liz Henson
Helen Hill
Larry Hill
Michael Hoffer
Rod House
Sandy Hoyman
Thomas Hughes
Jack Imes
Robert Ingoldby
Colton Iurato
John Iurato
Kasandra Jacksen
Alex Jaimez
Jonathan James
Sarah Jardis
Beverly Jensen
Bruce Johnson
Kate Johnson
Becky and Blake Johnston
Cheryle Johnston
Candy Jones
Phil Kaplan
Shiryl Kaplan
Rita Kasper
Don and Mitzi Keairns
Nancy Kelley
Bob Kennemer
Daniel Kiick
Hailey Kolman

Barb Kowalik
Kate Kramer
Chip Kraynyk
Maleah Kritenbrink
Paul Kronk
Deb Lathrop
Stirling Lathrop
Sam Law
Hunter Lessar
Leslie Lord
Mark Loveall
Cherie Lowenberg
Heloise Lynn
Paul MacDonald
Joe Malone
David Mandell
Scot Mangold
Lori Martin
Todd Martin
Ellie Masinton
Emilio Masinton
Stephanie and Tony Masinton
Ron Mason
Jeff Mawhirter
Kate McCabe
Roz McCain
Jeff McCarthy
Paul McConnellogue
Jay McCormack
Deb Messier
Stuart Mieske
Ron Miller
Max Moll
Manuel Molles
Lluvia Musgrave
Rowan Musgrave
Tristan Musgrave
Dean Myers
Mike Nation
Bruce Nelson
Colleen Nelson
Mary Anne Nelson
Kerstin Nemitz
Naomi Nemitz
Jessica Newton
Lena Noordik
Alyssa Novinger
Peter O’Brien
Fred and Viki Olivas
Ryan Pandolfi
Tobie Parker
Jay Patterson
Larry Patterson

Joseph Perez
Bill Peterson
Piers Peterson
Veronica Pezoa
Val Phillips
Suzanne Pierce
Sam Polizzi
Ed Popovitz
Patti Price-Jones
Glyn and Lynn Ramsey
Kate Reeves
Lindsay Reeves
Marti Richter
Bonnie Rose
Janine Rose
Karen and Jonathan Rosen
Roberta Rosen
Mike Rutherford
Whitney Ryan
Ted Sanchez
Rosanne Sapirie

ADALYN, BOUCHARD, AGE 2

ERNEST SHEALY, WITH WIFE 
JUDE (MIDDLE) AND SHAWNA 
– ALL SUPER VOLUNTEERS!

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS 
NO WORDS CAN THANK THIS GROUP OF AMAZING PEOPLE WHO 
RANGED IN AGE FROM 2 TO 82!
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NEXT FIVE YEARS 

Mark Schase
Mickey Schmidt
Mark Schneider
Jeanne Schwarz
Kim Seng
Liea Shackelford
Ernest Shealy
Leslie and David Sheridan
Michelle Shrout
Bob Simons
Susan Simons
Judy Sims-Barlow
Anne Stattelman

Bill Strawn
Shawna Summers
Sheila Swan
Anne Taylor
Derrick Tenorio
Jesus Tevioso
Marge Thomsen
Jason Valdez
Norberto Valdez
Cynamin VanLue
Sylvia Vigil
Sue Walker
Ty Warren

Ernie and Lola West
Gary Weston
Elaine West Woodward
Mark and Tanya White
Matthew White
Reed White
Sean White
Heather Wilson
E. Keith Winkel
Shawn Winn
Alan Wonders
Dewayne and Bethany Yeddo
Peggy and David Zehring

VOLUNTEERS WE SADLY SAID GOOD-BYE

Katharine Emsden (left) and Joan Hanley. Robert Rosen (left)

1. Increase capacity to construct and maintain an interconnected network of high-quality, multiple-
use trails for diverse users.

2. Motivate and retain volunteers with a fun and social trail building experiences.

3. Develop a trail signage plan to improve the user experience.

4. Strengthen partnerships to cultivate a leadership team with diverse talents and experiences.

5. Develop a diversity, equity and inclusion plan to guide LVT as it strives to become a more inclusive 
and diverse organization.

6. Strengthen partner trust, secure new revenue sources, and recruit volunteers by highlighting our 
sustained success, growth, and plans. 

7. Offer fun, high-value events to engage the trail- user community, and to increase unrestricted 
revenue. 

8. Secure dedicated office, storage, staging, and meeting space.  


